Child'sPlay Touring Theatre
ONE MONSTER AFTER ANOTHER
Guidefor Teachers

Local sponsors have scheduled Child's Play Touring Theatre to perform for your studentsin a
few months, and we thought you might like to know more about us and what we do. To help
you make this a fun and motivational experience, we have provided materialsto assist you and
your students in the preparation and follow-up of the show.

What is Child's Play Touring Theatre?

plays, songs, and dances. Every year, the company performs the works of hundreds of young
poets, essayists, playwrights and short story writers from classrooms just like yours.

Child's Play combines the imagination of children and the craftsmanship of professional theatre
artists. Using characters, narration and dialogue created by young authors, the four actors of
Child's Play Touring Theatre add songs, mime, music, sound effects, props and costumes to
fashion a complete show. A lively pace, energetic performances, and lots of audience
participation keep the children involved throughout the performance.

A Child's Play performance can spark the writing program in your classroom, as well as open
doors to discussion, writing, and theatre activities. As children watch our actors performing
literature written by other children, they become very excited about their own potential as
writers. They say, "I can do that too!"

What can | doto preparefor the show...

1. The best way for you to prepare your students for a Child's Play performance isto let them
know that thisis a show written by kids - kids just like them!

2. Tak about the vocabulary of the theatre. Discuss the roles of the actors, amusical
director, the set, a script, etc.

3. Ask how many students have seen aplay. Have them share their experiences.

4. Let the children know that they should feel freeto clap if they like the actors or something
that happens on stage. At this performance, they will be asked to sing along, make
movements, or even come up on stage to help the actors.

After the performance...
Below you will find afew suggestions for follow-up activitiesin your classroom. There are also
actual activity sheets included that can be copied and passed out to the children.



THE MISSING BREW

By: Jay Refarmado

6th Grade

Black Magnet School, Chicago, IL

Without it, Halloween night isruined! Little Weegie Witch hasto save Halloween by solving
the mystery of her mother's missing brew. It takes some clever detective work to uncover the
Brew Bandit's true identity.

Discussion and Activitiesfor Everyone

2. Cook aREAL brew as a special treat. Put in vegetables, meat, and spices. Let all the witches
and ghosts enjoy the finished product!

Discussion and Activitiesfor Younger Students

1. Play "Hidethe Brew". Designate an object (or create one) to represent Mama Witch's brew.
Have one student be Weegie and let him or her ask questions and guess who is hiding the
magic brew. If the child guesses wrong, he or she must sit down and the person they chose
becomes Weegie.

2. Let the studentsimagine what it would be like to be aghost. What would they do? Who
would they haunt? Have them write about it.

Discussion and Activitiesfor Older Students

1. Discussthe Salem Witch Trials. Have the students find out what they were, when they
occurred and who was involved. They could discover what kinds of superstitious thinking
led to the trials. Perhaps each student could find out one interesting fact about that historical
incident. Share and discuss the results.

2. Learnasaclasswhat it takesto be a detective. Read a good detective novel out loud and
have the kids try and figure out the mystery. What do modern day detectives do? Perhaps a
police detective could talk to the children about the steps involved in solving a mystery.

THE OUTSIDE LOOKING IN
By: lan Littlg ohn
6th Garde, Family L earning Academy, Dover, DE

Discussion and Activitiesfor Everyone



1. Play Duck, Duck, GHOST!

2. Make little monster friends for the kids to take home with them. Use construction paper
or other materials. They can also name there own monsters.

3. Have the children write down ways to be agood friend to others. Share the answers.

1. Kidsareinterested in all kinds of exotic creatures. Lead a discussion about wild animals that
are often alone and do not travel in families or packs. Let them imagine and write about
what it would be like to be one of these creatures. How would they amuse themselves day to

day?

2. Talk about musicians, concentrating on composers. Discuss the stepsin which a songwriter
creates atune and adds the lyrics. What kind of career do these professionals have? Tak
about the type of jobs one could have in the music or dramatic industries.

3. Writeastory as a class about a monster who felt left out for one reason or another.

FRIENDLY MONSTER

4th Grade, Ellendale, DE

Little Debbie doesn’t;t follow her mothers advice and finds herself in the deep dark forest. She
meets her greatest fear - the Boogie Man - who actually boogies! Singing and dancing his way
into her heart he helps Debbie let go of her fear and he leads her out of the deep dark forest.

1. Ask the students to write about some of the things they are most fearful of and why?

2. Lead adiscussion about things that the students parents think they are ready to do, but the
students don’t feel ready for.

1. Ask the studentsto draw there image of a scary and friendly monster.

2. Asaclassdiscuss what afriendly monster would sound and look like, and what a scary
monster would sound and look like. Then decide how they would dance.

3. Play Monster Tag!
The one person who is“it” chases everyone else as a monster, by using the body and voice.
As people are tagged, they too become monsters. The game ends when everyoneisa
monster! The game can then be reversed until everyone is back to normal.

1. Lead adiscussion about some things their parents would not let them do, because they
thought they were not old enough.
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Write a Review

Today we went to a show by Child’sPlay Touring Theatre. Fill in the blanksto
tell all about the show. Draw picturesin the bixesto show what you saw and did.




Write a Review

Today you saw a show by Child’s Play Touring Theatre. Now’syour chanceto review the
show! Remember to include some of these elementsin your review:

What did you think about the show? What wasyour favorite part? What was a part that
you didn’t like? Who was your favorite actor or character? How did you feel about the sets
and music? Get a quote from an audience member. Draw illustrationsand give it a
“caption” (catchy description).

THE CHILD'SPLAY TIMES

(Use other sideif needed)
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